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pass more and more restrictive legislation on reproductive healthcare options (aka 
ma^�
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impacts on disabled people of color and queer, trans and nonbinary people with 
disabilities. 
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make safe and autonomous reproductive choices throughout the US. This legislation 
impacts us all and especially harms women, non-binary, trans, and intersex people, 
Zg]�eZg]l�a^Zober�hg�]blZ[e^]�i^hie^�l�[h]r�autonomy. 

The violent control and oppression�h_�i^hie^�l�[h]b^l�bg�ma^�NL�]b]�ghm�[^`bg�pbma�
mabl�e^`bleZmbhg'�P^�dghp�mabl�obhe^gm�\hgmkhe�[^`Zg�pbma�^qiehkZmbhg%�\hgjn^lm�Zg]�
colonization of Indigenous lands and practices, and through chattel slavery and 
dehumanization through torture of Black people. Violence and oppression is found 
bg�Zee�ma^�lrlm^fl�h_�ma^�NL'�P^�aZo^�l^^g�mabl�makhn`a�ma^�bgÜb\mbhg�h_�[hZk]bg`(
retraining schools on Indigenous�i^hie^'�P^�aZo^�pbmg^ll^]�lmZm^&lihglhk^]�
eugenic programs in 32 states and Puerto Rico. The forced sterilization of US 
citizens, prison inmates, disabled people, and immigrant parents are direct violations 
of human rights and choice. Violence and oppression looks like COINTELPRO and 
ma^�
war on drugs��Zl�p^ee�Zl�ma^�obhe^gm�Zg]�ngcnlm�k^lihgl^�mh�ma^�:B=L�\kblbl'�
P^�aZo^�l^^g�lmZm^�obhe^g\^�Zg]�oppression in the constant undermining of Black 
enterprises and the rampant violence against Black trans women. Historical attempts 
mh�\hgmkhe�
deviant��[h]b^l�lahp�maZm�k^ikh]n\mbo^�\ahb\^l�fnlm�[^�ng]^klmhh]�Zl�
a human rights issue. Access to information, quality healthcare, and autonomy in 
decision-making are essential for the well-being of all.

Recent attempts to ban abortions have led to many non-consensual conversations 
about women, trans, and non-binary�i^hie^�l�[h]b^l'�Bg�ma^l^�]bl\nllbhgl%�p^�fnlm�
remember how disability justice values an intersectional analysis which requires us to 
consider the complexities of reproductive justice in the context of ableism. Choosing 
when to become a parent is a basic principle of reproductive justice. On one hand, 
the fear of disability�aZl�[^^g�nl^]�Zl�Z�mhhe�mh�fZgbineZm^�bg]bob]nZel��k^ikh]n\mbo^�
choices, sometimes causing people to opt for selective abortions to avoid disability, 
which is in line with eugenics. Simultaneously, disabled people have often been 



forced to terminate pregnancies under the pretense that we cannot be good parents 
because we are disabled. Additionally, because of the isolation of ableism, people 
pbma�]blZ[bebmb^l�pbee�[^�e^ll�ebd^er�mh�Ûg]�lZ_^�himbhgl�mh�m^kfbgZm^�ik^`gZg\b^l�pa^g�
they choose. This context, along with the struggle of disabled people to obtain 
comprehensive sex education and healthcare, means these abortion bans will be 
catastrophic for disabled folks. 

Abortions will occur regardless if they are legal or not, but these laws are an act of 
violence particularly against poor and working-class individuals who will be unable 
to negotiate around the legislation and instead will be forced into unsafe practices to 
terminate their pregnancies. In some situations, pregnant people have already been 
criminalized and imprisoned for miscarriage or having been perceived to terminate 
their pregnancies, and these laws only continue to incarcerate more vulnerable 
ihineZmbhgl'�Ma^l^�eZpl�li^\bÛ\Zeer�aZkf�\hffngbmb^l�h_�\hehk%�Zl�;eZ\d�Zg]�[khpg�
people are always disproportionately impacted by criminalization. 

These abortion bans may try to control our bodies, but women, non-binary, trans, 
Zg]�]blZ[e^]�i^hie^�Zk^�ghm�h[c^\ml�mh�[^�\hgmZbg^]�hk�fZgbineZm^]'�P^�Zk^�anfZg�
beings that deserve care and choices, and we will not allow our autonomy to be 
]^gb^]'�:l�ln\a%�p^�_neer�lniihkm�k^ikh]n\mbo^�\ahb\^l�maZm�[^lm�lnbm�^Z\a�bg]bob]nZe�l�
context and needs. This is reproductive justice'�P^�Zee�]^l^ko^�[h]r�autonomy, and 
to make the best choice for ourselves and our future.

[Image description: A Black man sits with his head turned to the left. He is looking 
into a video recorder, which is held by a man who is standing and dressed in all 
black, including a black ski mask. To the right of the Black man is a person wearing 
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holding a stethoscope to his heart. Pictured: Ralph Dickinson, Leroy Moore and 
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Z`^�maZm�p^�g^^]�mh�[^�\hfiebZgm�pbma�mahl^�p^�Zk^�k^\^bobg`�\Zk^�_khf'�Lh�Û`ambg`�
[Z\d�Z`Zbglm�Z[nl^�`h^l�Z`Zbglm�maZm�e^llhg�maZm�p^�e^Zkg^]�Zl�\abe]k^g'����LhÛZ�
P^[lm^kV


